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urged the undergraduates to put aside their textbooks and to throw themselves whole-heartedly into the struggle against autocracy.
Throughout the ISSG's the universities were relatively quiet. In the 1890's, however, academic life entered upon a stormy phase; student disturbances, which became more frequent and violent assumed an aggressively political character. In 1895 the Moscow united council, representing forty-five fraternities, was arrested. The reconstituted council announced (October, 1896) that the fraternities' chief object was "to fight against the lawlessness and arbitrariness of university administration" in order "to steel and prepare" the students for the struggle against the imperial regime. A demonstration (November, 1896) called by the council to commemorate the victims of the Khodynfca disaster led to clashes with the police and to the arrest of over seven hundred students; of this number 660 were expelled, subject to subsequent reinstatement, while the others were meted out more stringent punishments. The next two years passed without major disturbances, but in 1899 disorders broke out with unprecedented force. Their immediate cause was trivial. Annoyed by an official warning that rowdyism, common during the annual fete of St. Petersburg University (February 8), would not'be tolerated, the students of that institution rudely interrupted the customary celebration and, after being ejected from the university building, were dispersed by mounted police using whips, an act of unwarranted brutality. The same evening a mass meeting of students decreed the closure of St. Petersburg University; class attendance was to be prevented by what became known as "obstructions" (obstmkisiia), that is? the use of violence. Russia's first university strike proved remarkably successful: within ten days all higher schools in St. Petersburg and Moscow and all Russian universities throughout the land were forced to close their doors. The appointment of a committee, headed by the former minister of war General Vannovsky, to investigate the causes of the unrest did not relieve the tension. The strike spread to Riga and Warsaw, and by the end of March practically ever}7 higher school was officially closed until the autumn.
Meanwhile the government produced a program of pacification which leaned heavily towards reprisals. Steps were taken to improve the housing situation, and clubs under official guidance were encouraged, but any form of independent student activity remained pro-